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For e

As 2014 draws to a close it is only natur
that we reflect on our achievements, an:
share some thoughts with my Baltic L«
fence College team about the way ahiyl
for our institution and what we can loc
forward to achieving in 2015.

To start with, 2014 was very challengi
interesting, productive and most ir
portantly a very successful year.

Together we succeeded not only in mai

-taining the impressive standards and h
-quality of education our institution hi
made the hallmark of its existence dur
the first decade and a half of its exister (
5 As we celebrated our anniversary our [
litical masters congratulated us on our ac- ) _
ggplement quite a few new projects ar
an even better BALTDEFCOL. Our perfc 'j_nitiatives. Among our‘many ir?itiatives S¢
mance audit also congratulated us on )ﬁ?al stand out for special mention.
achievements and recommended ways
us to improve.

@Ectives allow our future leaders at tf

To ensure our next years are a succt Eg%elr knowledge and petize the are

guide our long term planning process afyes al_so represent a shift of ownersh.lp
ensure that BALTDEFCOL remains a M‘)agucatlon to our students as we continy
ern, Future Oriented, Attractive and Com®Yf transition to adult learning.

Institution. tion we have also begun our modernisati

In 2014, and as part of Vision 2020, we
gan the process of further positioni 15) shape our students and faculty and ¢

operational level to deepen and widén

v e leuirekhed st 2000 Wi ,mlated to their future appointments. Ele¢

petitive Professional Military Educatio g}, gnsyre that we are an attractive institdi-

tRg_oject. The environment we create helps

d
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e
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BALTDEECOL to best address secwiﬁ}”es our education is of the highest qua
<and defense challenges of the future in tWe Mgdernlsatlon 15 oL L ‘rooms a
wider Baltic region and the broader Euldnachlnery oL LB e ERNEIEREL [Fraty

Atlantic. We very successfully started t'<55e|f which "S Slniting Em SRl €
tred to learning centred.
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Commandant’s foreword

A modern facility also requires that we all haest value to BALTDEFCOL and the Baltic States
agile minds that can swiftly react to the latest dee will continue our efforts to harmonise all levels
velopments and trends in the security enviroof Professional Military Education in the Bali
ment. States.

Our seminars, roundtables and symposia are j@str long term planning and harmonization pro-
some of the ways that we address changes in ge@ammes will allow us to continue to improve the
regional security environment. These events a lgqwality of our education and our educational pro-
us to showcase our intellectual talent to cuwess by developing and refining our quality assur-
NATO and EU allies and partners. Our inaugiieaice procedures and by improving the educational
Russia conference has established us as a leademimonment. Improving our education and our
security thought in the wider Baltic Region anc rigsearch requires that we deepen and strengthe
together with our other events such as ESDC, loeir ties with other educational institutions both
Baltic Land Power Symposium and the Irregutaifitary and civilian.

Warfare Conference, provide a strong foundat on -
for even greater intellectual accomplishments afY§ shall also further develop our existing courses

deeper cooperation with our allies and partner@nd start to develop new ones. In 2015 we shafl

complete our dialogue with the Baltic States orn
These and all of our successes are the result of 1§ NeW CSC concept and develop a pilot Seniof
BALTDEFCOL teamsd efforaedc Legdery engagemernt wijch shall takeq
commi t ment to ensur i nda AR Balte OgigngesColleger Thesg pey
ing success and improvement and | take this BfPiects will increase the attractiveness O:I
portunity to thank all of our permanent personr @ALTDEFCOL and require the best use of ou
and students and especially to recognize the stjiellectual and material resources.

port, understanding and dedication from ‘Yo succeed we should continue to work as one

spouses and families without which BALTDEFCQL . 5 team of the people who are innovative

could not function. Looking ahead to the Sec('rljtg,jsponsible, flexible, communicative, who are able

L @I e EEEEETIS YEL et beyor?d e il rHg'cooperate and respect each other regardless o
ther concentrate our efforts on the implementayia ant personal opinions or views

tion of the plans and projects started this year.

—

—

; ; As the Commandant of the Baltic Defence Collegs
o e 12_th i JEImEr; 17 59l §tart il e ra]'have full confidence in our ability to successfull
frc_eshed Alginel el Siieles Couse Wh'&@al with the challenges we will face in the cominE
will better address the needs of the future stra ?/'ear and to further develop as a future oriented
gic leaders of th? .Baltlc States and our allies _?ggressive, modern, attractive and competitive
partners by providing an enhanced understan 8fessional educational institution for the benefi

of regional defense and security issues. The e future leaders we educate, tomorrow and
day our JCGSC V_V'" be rel_qforced by_ (_:SC Pari@all into the future. | have every confidence that
pants where besides traditional participants frJ[m0 gether é we will sucteed

the Baltic States we will have a civil servant fiom
the Republic of Panama, our first ever studdntclosing, Irena and | would like to wish each g
from Central America. you a Merry Christmas with love and joy. We sin-

_ _ ; cerely look forward to serving together in the year
Educational success requires planning and WE‘tW'J:Iome

continue to further develop the Long Term Plen-
ning capacity of the Baltic Defence College. M j or Gener al Vitalijbus V
ensure that our Long Term Plans are of the gre. @emmandant
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Meeting President Obama

Meeting President Obama
By MAJ Vidas Grunda

On 3rd of September this year the Com-  Alliance, reminding that all NATO Member States

mandant of the Baltic Defence College to-  have their commitments to the Alliance security ag

gether with members of directing staff and well.

the majority of JCGSC officers attended the

remarkable event in Tallinn. President Obama expressed his concerns over the
recent developments in Ukraine having ther

evolved to open

military  aggres-

sion by Russia

against a sover-

eign and
independent
country.

President Obama
underlined that

there is still a
possibility to set-
- tle the dispute
peacefully and
that the United
States of America
will continue in

BALTDEFCOL delegation in Tallinn its support to
Ukraine.

The President of the United States of America

Barack Obama paid an exceptional visit to Estitiavas really an honour to be part of history and
addressing the Baltic States, but also the wibl¢ st en to Presi dent Obpamad
region, NATO and the whole international cormmotivating and encouraging for collective defence
munity on the current most worrying issues rel ¥githin the NATO Alliance.
ed to the wuncontained Russiads aggression algai
Ukraine and its repercussions for regional 3

global stability.

At the beginning of the speech President Oba

noted crucial histor.i a0s
for independence, highlighting a remarkable
of all three Baltic States well illustrated by
6Bal tic Road?od, when Balt

States stood in one line stretching from Tall
through Riga to Vilnius holding hands for t

firm expression of an independent mind.

—

The President of the United States of Amer
expressed the strongest commitment and re _, i he 1.
surance to the security of the Baltic States adtar S8 s i A

= \:')\x_tu "4» -
any other Member State of the North Atlant N ——

NEWSLETTER OF THE BALTIC DEFENCE COLLEGEAGE 3




Study trip

Field Study Trip to Saaremaa
By MAJ Vidas Grunda

From 30 " September to 2 " October 2014
the JCGSC officers, guided by members of
the directing staff conducted the Field
Study Trip to Saaremaa.

The aim of the trip

of Operation Albion during the World War . %

This German operation was perhaps the first o Fre S
known joint operation in history that resulted in ~ -~ ©

Coast of the Baltic Sea

selves into a Joint Operational HQ plan-

ning officerds posj|iti

Gravity analysis.

The officers also discussed operational
parameters within small groups repre-
senting both sides of the operation. The
final product of overall considerations
was presentations on the analysis o
Centre of Gravity from the German and
Russian side prepared by the groups o
the officers- the syndicates. Such Field
Study Trips serve as an excellent instruc
tive method bridging theory with practice as well|

=K

JCGSC officers and directing staff

extremely successfully coordinated Naval, Langd € V€l 0ping of ficersd dri
and Air Force invasion into the Island of Saaren it operational planning process and at the samje
which was under the control of Russian forces ¢ ime léarning more about the history of the Baltic
that time. The success of the operation had the States-

ultimate strategic result of collapsing the Russian

provisional government and ending the war on the

Eastern Front on German terms in 1917.

The field study trip was a part of the Joint Ope “a-
tions Module learning plan. Dr Eric A. Sibul, the
head of the project, provided detailed briefir gs
about the historical situation and operational |)a-
rameters in seven locations related to the opera-
tion. JCGSC officers had the possibility to get het-
ter visualization of the operation by placing the m-

Observing the site
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